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Werner Spillmann is known as a colour consultant, influential pedagogue and passionate promoter of colour as a
primary design issue. Only a few design teachers can be acclaimed for their passionate expertise in the theory and
practice of colour. One such gifted educator is Werner Spillmann. He presently lives in Basel, Switzerland.

Colour plan for Kirchsteigfeld

A Reputable Commission in Germany:
A Colour Concept for a Newly Developing
Area of Potsdam

Spillmann was commissioned to create a
colour plan for Kirchsteigfeld, a recently built
area next to Potsdam located about 24 kilo-

metres from the centre of Berlin, Germany. Colour chart for Kirchsteigfeld

Kirchsteigfeld: «Blue hues were chosen as accents at the corner houses.»

Kirchsteigfeld: «Red, ochre and white colour families are set in a lively dialogical relationship with the greenery.»

Professor at Winterthur Polytechnic

During the period since 1960 when
Spillmann became a lecturer and sub-
sequently a professor in the Depart-
ment of Architecture at Winterthur
Polytechnic in Switzerland, he success-
fully introduced colour as a basic elem-
ent of the educational program and set
up supplementary credits in colour for
architectural students.

Colour Designer in Switzerland and
Abroad

In the 1960’s with a commission in Den-
mark, Spillmann began working as a col-
our designer. Subsequently he worked
for industrialists in Germany and since
the early 1970’s also in Switzerland. His
projects included schools, nursing homes
for the elderly, churches, housing estates,
office buildings, civil defence buildings,
as well as nursing homes and a psychi-
atric clinic for children.

AIC: An International Platform

The AIC affords a platform for the ex-
change of information, ideas and re-
search in order to promote a deeper
understanding of colour issues and
raise the awareness of colour as a
significant feature in science, art and
everyday life. The AIC is a melting pot of
international, national and personal
incentive.

Colour sequences

Winterthur Colour Course Centre: A Private Institution with International Reverberations

The intense courses, which he developed for architects, designers and planners from Switzer-
land and abroad and taught in Winterthur between 1982 and 1995, were highly successful.
Spillmann’s own Colour Course Centre, established in 1987, became a renowned institution.
Under the patronage of the Swiss Research Centre for Building Rationalization Zurich (CRB),
colour courses had first been offered in 1982 as regular two- to four-day sessions or on week-
ends, the springboard for these being informal courses which were offered to former archi-
tectural students of Winterthur Polytechnic and practicing architects who wanted to deepen
their knowledge about colour. The course program alternatively encompassed lectures and
exercises. Spillmann was acclaimed not only because of his consistent methodological
approach and the comprehensive content of his courses, but especially for his charisma.

Environmental Colour Design:
His Own Practice

In his search of aesthetic rules and cor-
respondences, Spillmann critically ad-
dressed the complex effects of colour
combination in environmental colour
design in which colour, material, light,
tectonic and surroundings are all intri-
cately intertwined.

Railway station in Opfikon, Switzerland

His AIC Activities

The architect Rob Krier and his partner
Christoph Kohl, along with some twenty-five
other architectural offices, had realized the
new town. The main objective of Spillmann’s
colour concept, which was successfully
realized 1995-1999 with all its subtlety, was
to give visual variety as well as visual con-
tinuity to the urban environment.
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History

Giving colour such an emphasis was
contrary to the traditional approach to
teaching the history of architecture in
which as a «history of styles» form was
featured. Spillmann’s approach was to
consider space and volume as a syn-
thesis of form and colour: colour was
included in an overall «architectural
gestalt» and contemporary develop-
ments were put into relation with trends
developing over several thousand years.

Colour scheme for the School Hatzenbihl

In 1983, he was invited to present a main address of the AIC Midterm Meeting in Sweden. 1982
he had become a member of the AIC Study Group on Environmental Colour Design. In 1985, he
was elected to the AIC Executive Committee for the term 1986-1989, succeeding Anders Hard.
He organised the AIC Interim Meeting on «Colour in Environmental Design» which took place
at Winterthur Polytechnic in 1988. The aim was to address a broad range of both theoretical
and practical concerns related to environmental design. In 1989 the AIC Congress was held in
Buenos Aires, Argentina, and Spillmann was invited to give the opening address on «Colour in
Architecture and Interior Design». Spillmann concluded his address with a provocative
question: «Are we going towards a new culture of colour?» Spillmann's keynote address at
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the AIC Conference in Sydney in 1991 embodied the essential aims of the AIC.

Colour scheme for the railway station

Colour Ordering Systems

Spillmann also offered an introduction to the particular language of colour as employed in the
Natural Colour System, NCS, a tool which he advocated for use in both educational training
and professional practice. The NCS was especially applicable to Spillmann's way of dealing
with colour in which he aimed to grasp colour directly through visual experience and, on the
other hand, also to be able to immediately understand its position or composition. Previously
Spillmann had been working with the Swiss Colour Atlas of Aemilius Miller (1901-1989). Con-
taining 2541 mobile colour samples, the atlas was described by Spillmann as an excellent and
inexpensive tool. Spillmann’s special contribution to the field of colour is underscored by his
capacity not only to stay abreast of the latest advances in science, put to pick up on these
adapting and testing them through application in both education and practice.

Theory

Spillmann has published several essays
on colour design and colour theory.
Spillmann is not a conformist to de-
scriptive reasoning. His approach dem-
onstrates exemplarily his profoundly
critical spirit, his insistent search for
answers to problems and an ability to
proceed systematically.

Colour concept for Kirchsteigfeld

Education

Spillmann was an important force in
arousing the contemporary desire for
colour. According to him education
about colour is best achieved by fol-
lowing a holistic approach. Theory, his-
tory, psychology, as well as practice,
process, method, and communication
are to enable the students, in Spill-
mann’s words, to «fully integrate colour
into the architectural design process.»

Methodological Concerns:
Planning and Coordination

Spillmann dramatically challenged trad-
itional views with his method to inte-
grate colour at the beginning of the
design process. He called this ap-
proach the «method of conceptual col-
our planning». The key feature of his
method involves the elaboration of an
overall concept for the use of colour
and material in an early stage of plan-
ning.

His Contribution to the AIC

Spillmann played a key role in his special
field of knowledge in that he succeeded
in launching various hypotheses which
served to stimulate fundamental empir-
ical studies on the effects of colour
combination. Summing up the many
conferences delivered by Werner Spill-
mann over his 35-years of experience it
Is worthwhile to observe that Spillmann
was perspicacious, demanding, stimu-
lating, and successful in doing so.
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